KJÆRE VENNER, DEAR FRIENDS, QUERIDOS AMIGOS!

Finally we’re here in Uganda!!!! [image: image1.jpg]


We had a long but nice flight.  It was so exciting to look over Africa’s landscape for first time!!  Green low slopes surrounded by muddy reddish rivers (like in Amazonas) and reddish dirty roads that communicate very small villages with one another.  Low banana palms and tropical trees come to the sight when we get nearer the ground… so a big applause from the passengers congratulates the pilot. We are exhausted after 24 hours non-sleep journey, but coming out the plane directly to the ground, we felt much better with the pleasant temperature and thankful because Jehovah protected us during the trip.  No one checked our suitcases, no problem passing Customs, we got 3 months visa.   Two brothers from the Branch committee, Mike(from Germany) and Mats(from Sweden) was waiting for us at the airport. That was very kind!!  The road from Entebbe to Kampala is very charmy, along the road you see people selling fruits, terracotta pots, plants, many walking and cycling, just as Colombian rural roads!!  Approaching Kampala, you get a modern view of the city, high white buildings, the city is surrounded by 7 hills and down town is… down town  ( hE,hE!  I’m longing to visit it already!!

We came to Bethel, which is 5 houses, 3 of them besides each other.  There were warm and welcoming brothers and sisters that made us feel at home.  We ate breakfast and went to sleep until supper!    
Talking about food… it’s delicious!!  Steak meat with ananas and rice, curry chicken with ananas and banan saus, tacos, meals are always combined with papaya, water melon or any other fruit!!  Interestingly, the hens here don’t produce eggs with yellow (plomme or yema), they are all white!!...  Skolebrød blir ikke helt det samme, vel?  Hoy tuvimos huevos fritos, todos blanquitos!!! How to make a goldy caramel pudding with off-white eggs?  Well, well, as we learned on class with our dear Noumair, you have to share their customs and food, so here you see a very “typical Ugandan food” that was served in our second day… every body was so excited about it…  It’s the season for GRASSHOPPERS!!!!!  (
Ehhhjmmm… were we actually so hungry?  
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Carl Christian jumped first to taste them and I must say that the crunchy sound wasn’t as attractive as when you eat potato snacks…  but we think we gained our African friends when they saw us eating them….
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Well, I hope they didn’t see our expressions!!!!  They taste like… nammm ehhh…, crunchy fried insects, with a fatty and salty soft body, the stiff legs stay again between your teeth, just to make the experience even looonger!!!  Why did I take so many??  I have to admit that I was a little too eager and I had quite a fight to swallow the last three of these… …delicatessens!! [image: image4.jpg].
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  We have also tasted Yam, a kind of blue, thick yucca, tasteless, but with sauce it’s good! Better than lutefisk!  Yesterday we got sugar canes!!  Cana de azucar! Tal cual recien cortada!!
We have had our two meetings with the Branch Committee, very encouraging, and the tour around Bethel,  we can see the love and care they have for missionaries, YES, WE REALLY FEEL AT HOME!!!
So to our first Bookstudy…  a little room besides a kingdom hall.  We took public transport; they call it “taxi” but it’s like a colectivo, 10-12 seats small Japanese van, where they managed to squeeze in 20 people!!!  “I need space to breaaaaath!!!!”  It was a real African experience!  Con olores incluidos! We drive the left side as the british, and the type of driving and traffic is just like in Colombia… full of emotions!!!  You need to take good hold on your kidneys when they drive over all kind of holes on the road!  It’s just ( !!!
The climate is unbelievable pleasant!! T-shirt and sandals all day long!!  Not too hot, just pleasant! At night, around 9 or 10 pm., you would like to have a light sweater or jacket, but still is nice!!  People dresses tasteful.  In our countries if you see two women with nice skirt and a purse you know they most be sisters… well here there are “sisters” all over!! Women here are very conservative but it doesn’t mean that we cannot wear trousers when going out.  
Tomorrow we’ll go in the field service, we’re looking forward to that.  We know that next week we’ll be going to Mbale, jippiiiii!!!!  The brothers have been very helpful driving us around, even to big commercial centers… when you come inn, it feels like crossing a time machine where suddenly Africa turns to Europe or my super Colombia, they have all kind of articles that you find at home… we look after a bookstore where we can buy our Bibles in LUGANDA!! Our new language! Bulungi!!
If I keep on telling all our first impressions after 3 days, I wont finish, so I better say “See you later” :  Tunaalabagana!!

We are happy with what Jehovah has given us, we feel at home and love our loyal brothers and sisters!!!  ( ( (
We love you all!!  Abrazos de Sandri + Carl Christian
