Dear friends scattered around the globe!

Hope you all are well and doing good. I apologize for taking so long without writing. 

We had a good time with my parents and my brother who visited us in November. We took them out to Queen Elisabeth National park, and had a good time. We came close up to hippos, hyenas and elephants. The most exciting was having an elephant chasing us suddenly it was just 5 meters from our car and not happy at all. I was happy that I had the car running, so I stepped on it and we were out of the situation but our hearts was beating quite quickly at that moment. This Pic is taken without zoom, and it was before we realized we had to take of, so it came a lot closer.
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But it is really wonderful to get so close to Jehovah's wonderful creations. We almost hit a huge hippo coming around a corner; it was grassing less than 10 meters from the car. They are biiiiig.
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this pic is taken on safe distance. 

We had warthogs grassing around the house we rented. 
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We also saw a lot of different deer, antelope, waterbucks and so on.
We also came upon some hyenas just after they had killed a prey. And plenty of monkeys. 
Yeeh, our trip was truly a nice experience.
After some days on safari we returned to Mbale, and on the way we stayed at a hotel over viewing the mighty Nile, right where it starts running out of Lake Victoria. It was nice to see local fishermen throwing their fishing nets in the morning.    
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Then we enjoyed a nice time here in Mbale, and we were happy take them along on our studies. We had of course to let them feel what the real preaching work is like. When you walk in among the mud huts with 50 kids following you, and they all shout Muzungu Muzungu. I think those of you in Africa know what I’m talking about. 
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They all follow you up to the next door and tell the house holder everything they need to know about your visit.
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They also had the nice experience of coming up to the house and the householder brings out chairs and goes and pick up their Bibles, and they are so happy that you came to their house today. It’s a wonderful experience to realize that after 2 hours you only have called on 3 doors.
One of the highlights of their visit was when they handed over the gift they brought from their home congregation. A generator!
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  Here’s my father with our PO and the Generator
We have had a big problem with power cuts, and on the other side of the street there is a big Pentecostal church witch has a generator and a big sound system, so when the power goes all we hear is the shouting and the music from them. Now we can run our own generator and benefit from our sound system even though it’s not that big, but at least we can hear what the brothers are saying.
We are so grateful to our brothers’ generosity. It would have taken the congregation here years to save up that amount of money. It really shows that we are a part of Jehovah's organization.

Since there was money leftover after the purchase of the Generator, we decided to used it to help the brothers to attend the special program during the Zone visit, the day after the dedication of the Ugandan branch. So we will rent a buss, to take all the publishers down to Kampala. Many of this brothers would not had the chance to go if it wasn’t for this donation form the brothers in Norway. A return ticket to Kampala would cost them 30.000 shillings (16 US$ or 100 Nkr.) pr. Person. For a family of four that would make 120.000 Ush and that is a lot more than most of the brothers make in a month. Now they have the possibility to go to Kampala for only 12.000 Ush. It is still a lot of money for most of them, but it’s nice to see how they work very hard to make it possible to go. And we know that Jehovah finds delight in this and blesses their effort.
We where so happy to be able to share our life here in Uganda, with my family. 
That they could see the wonderful response we have here in Uganda by them self.

On the 25th of December and the 1st of January we arranged work days at the Kingdom hall, to clean it thorough in the morning hours, and then in the afternoon we showed the new DVD about the organization and the brother hood. But it’s not like home that we have a projector so that we can see it on the wall. Oh no. We used a laptop and 70 people watching it on a small 15 inch screen. I sat in the back and could hardly see the screen. But everybody was so happy. They truly enjoyed it. The brothers here are not very hard to please.
Our studies are doing good. One of them Charles has faced some big challenges lately. We have just finished the Bible teach book in less than 4 months. He has had a lot of problems from his Catholic wife, she almost left him when he said that he refused to celebrate Xmas and at the same time would not baptize their youngest girl. His parents in law are very catholic and have been putting a lot of pressure on his wife. She told him that they had to baptize the child and that if he wouldn’t be there with here, she would go to her parents to baptize the child and not come back. Of course he was very sad, because unlike others here he really love his wife and takes good care of his family. But his faithfulness is paying of, because last week Sandri made arrangement with his wife to start to study with her. It is a tough challenge because she can’t read or write. But we pray that with Jehovah's help she will also embrace the truth.

This holiday season has made it difficult to maintain routines with our studies, since many of them went back to their home villages. But the wonderful thing here is that it is so easy to start new studies. Last Saturday I had agreed to meet one of my studies close to a basketball court where he plays in the afternoon, but he never showed up, so I started preaching to some other boys that were just hanging around, soon I had a very good discussion with 6 boys, I sat 2 hours straight and answered their questions. So at the end we agreed that I should come back on Wednesday and show them how they could get the answers to all their questions using the Bible teach book.

The same day I went with Sandri to a return of her another young boy. I just briefly explained him that we offer Bible studies for free, and if he would come to the meeting he would get his book and I would show him how we conduct the study. It would take him an hour to walk to the kingdom hall, but the next day he was there with his brother, and they told us that there was also a third brother that wanted to study, but he was away for the moment. So we started the study right there and then.

Today Monday one of my students canceled, so I went to look for a couple of returns I haven’t had time to do. On one of them I fund another 3 young men, and started right away to study with 2 of them. 

The biggest challenge with the studies is that in the beginning they don’t get the concept of an appointment. So many times it can be hard to find them home when you at the time you agreed on. Very few know the concept of planning ahead. They literally live for today. But little by little when they start to appreciate what they learn, they try to keep time. It’s so nice when someone make the effort to find a telephone to call you to tell you that something came up and they can’t study this morning, but that they will be available in the afternoon.
Well this were some thoughts and pictures from us in Uganda. We hope to come back with more after the branch dedication

Lots of love from Carl Christian & Sandri Helgesen
